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I:     "SHAMPOOS  FOR  CHAIRS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Econ- 
omics, U.3.D.A. 

— ooOoo — 

Speaking  of  spring  cleaning  jobs,  there  are  those  upholstered  chairs 
t  have  grown  dingy  from  long  winter's  use.     They're  important  considera- 
tions in  cheering  up  the  house  for  the  new  season.     Perhaps  you're  going  tc 
put  sli^  covers  over  them.    Perhaps  not.     In  either  case,   now  is  the  time 
those  chairs  need  some  sort  of  a  shampoo. 

By  the  way,   regular  cleaning  of  furniture  fabrics  isn't  for  appear- 
ances alone.    It  is  a  good  household  economy.     Soil  can  damage  any  fabric, 
especially  if  it  remains  in  the  fabric  a  long  time,     So  cleaning  is  a  way 
tc  lengthen  the  life  of  your  furniture  coverings. 

Of  course,   reliable  cleaners  nowadays  know  how  to  do  a  fine  job  of 
caking  your  furniture  spick  and  span.     But  many  skillful  housekeeprs  have 
also  learned  how  to  shampoo  furniture  successfully  at  home,     I'm  going  to 
give  you  the  methods  that  the  experts  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  advise, 
But  they  always  warn  us  right  at  the  start,   that  this  is  no  quick  and  easy 
job.    Unless  you  have  plenty  of  time  and  patience,  unless  you're  prepared  to 
take  great  care,  better  not  attempt  it  yourself,    For  one  careless  bath  can 
rain  a  good  chair  cover. 


Before  you  start  anything,  be  sure  to  have  the  cleaning  method  clearly 
in  ycur  mind  and  alsn  be  sure  you  have  all  the  necessary  equipment  ready  and 
within  reach. 

The  experts  say  you  can  give  your  upholstered  pieces  a  soar>-jelly 
shampoo  or  a  sponge  with  a  good  cleaning  fluid  like  carbon  tetrachloride. 
You  probably  should  know  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each.  Soap- 
jelly  is  a  little  less  expensive  hut  in  \ising  it,  you  run  the  risk  of  causing 
the  color  of  the  fabric  to  run.    Then,   soap  jelly  doesn't  remove  grease  spots 
as  effectively  as  carbon  tetrachloride  which  is  a  grease  solvent.  Carbon 
tetrachloride  is  an  excellent  cleaner  and  is  not  inflammable  as  other  clean- 
ing fluids  like  gasoline  and  benzine  are.    But  it  does  give  off  unpleasant 
fumes  which  may  be  harmful  if  you  use  a  good  deal  of  it.     So  when  you  clean 
with  this  fluid,  be  sure  the  room  is  well- ventilated  —  has  a  couple  of 
windows  open.    Better  still,   clean  your  chair  out  on  the  side  porch  on  a 
warm,  bright  day. 

As  we  said,  before  you  begin  to  work,  assemble  every  article  yox\  need 
for  cleaning  so  the  work  can  go  rapidly  and  you  won't  need  to  waste  one  min- 
ute running  for  a  cloth  or  soap  or  something  else,  once  you  are  underway. 
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First,  about  equipment.     If  you  are  going  to  clean  with  a  cleaning 
fluid  be  sure  to  have  ready,   right  there  on  the  table  beside  the  chair  to  be 
cleaned  --  have  ready:     two  clean  soft  cloths  —  cheesecloth  or  some  other 
absorbent  material;  one  bristle  brush  or  soft-fiber  brush;  and  two  basins  of 
your  liquid  cleaner.     If  you  are  planning  to  give  the  chair  a  soap-jelly 
bath,  you'll  want:     a  bowl  of  some  mild  soap-jelly;  an  egg  beater;  several 
clean  cloths;  a  brush;  two  large  pans  of  warm  water;  and  a  small  bottle  of 
carbon  tet  for  grease  spots. 

To  make  soap  jelly,  you  dissolve  one  part  of  mild  white  soap  chips  or 
flakes  in  five  parts  of  hot  water.     Let  the  mixture  cool  before  you  use  it. 
The  last  minute  beat  it  to  a  thick  lather  with  an  egg  beater. 


Now  for  safety's  sake,  better  try  out  your  cleaning  method  on  a  small 

inconspicuous  place  on  the  back  of  the  chair.     See  how  the  fabric  reacts  to 

the  cleaning  there.    That  will  give  you  an  idea  whether  the  color  will  run 

and  how  the  whole  surface  will  clean.  If  you  are  planning  to  use  soap- shampoo 
this  test  in  advance  is  especially  important. 


So  much  for  advance  preparation.     How  to  get  right  down  to  the  job. 

Begin  by  going  after  all  loose  dust  and  dirt  on  the  chair.     You  can 
use  a  vacuum  cleaner  or  a  whisk  broom  for  this.    Then,   look  the  chair  over 
carefully  to  note  any  grease  spots.    Many  times  you'll  find  a  soiled  greasy 
area  at  the  back  where  the  head  rests.     Scrub  sxich  a  spot  with  a  soft  brush 
dipped  in  carbon  tet  before  you  apply  any  soap. 

Whether  you  use  cleaning  fluid  or  soap,   remember  that  this  is  a  case 
where  it  pays  to  be  stingy  rather  than  too  generous.    Use  a  very  little 
moisture  at  a  time.     You  may  have  to  go  over  the  area  again  and  again,  but 
never  use  so  much  in  one  dose  that  you  soak  the  fabric.    Your  aim  is  only  to 
clean  the  surface  —  not  to  let  the  moisture  soak  into  the  upholstery  and 
cause  streaks  and  stains.    Apply  the  fluid  with  a  brush,  and  see  that  you 
have  very  little  on  the  brash.    Apply  the  soap  lather  the  same  way,  but  shake 
the  brush  free  of  all  extra  moisture  before  you  touch  the  fabric. 

If  you  are  cleaning  with  fluid,  moisten  the  brush  slightly  and  then 
brush  the  fabric  with  light,   quick,   overlapping  strokes  over  a  small  area. 
Then  wipe  it  off  quickly  with  a  dry  cloth.     Let  the  fabric  dry.    Then  go  over 
the  same  area  again  —  and  again,   if  necessary  to  get  it  clean.     Several  light 
applications  are  more  successful  than  one  heavy  one. 

How,   if  you  use  soap  jelly,   most  of  these  directions  hold.     Use  a  small 
amount  of  lather,  brush  it  on  with  light,   quick,  overlapoing  strokes  over  a 
small  area.    Then  wipe  it  off  quickly  with  a  dry  cloth.     Some  people  scrape 
it  off  with  a  dull-bladed  knife.    Remove  the  last  traces  with  a  clean  cloth 
wrung  out  of  warm  water.    The  faster  you  work,  the  less  moisture  will  pene- 
trate the  fabric.     If  the  area  you  have  lathered  doesn't  look  entirely  clean, 
go  over  it  again  in  the  same  way  before  you  move  on  to  the  next  section. 
Repeat  this  process  until  the  whole  chair  is  clean.    The  chair  should  dry 
<3Uickly.     Set  it  near  an  open  window  or  in  a  warm  room. 


-  3  - 


There.    That's  the  "best  advice  I  have  on  home  shampoos  for  chairs. 
The  chief  points  to  remember  are:     first,  avoid  soaking  the  •upholstery  hy 
using  the  l^ast  possible  moisture  and  working  rapidly;   second,  apply  the 
cleaning  material  ?;ith  a  brush  in  short,   even  strokes;  third,  clean  only  a 
snail  area  at  a  time  before  moving  on  the  next;  fourth,  make  a  final  rub- 

r.  with  a  clpan  cloth;  and  finally,  remember  that  several  small  doses  are 
always  better  than  too  much  fluid  at  a  time. 


